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EETROSPECT. 

There is much in the events of the past year to be 
thankful for. The great nations of Christendom have 
lived in peace, and, which is more, have manifested in 
many ways a sincere wish to maintain the peace of the 
world. Complications which have arisen between them 
have been in general quickly settled by a wise and con- 
siderate diplomacy, and it is not unreasonable to expect 
that those now existing will be adjusted in the same way. 

Efforts to promote the cause of international arbitra- 
tion have been made in several of the national parlia- 
ments, especially of western Europe, and some real gain 
has been made in this direction. The Christian churches 
have on the whole shown a more pronounced interest in 
the advocacy of peace measures, in spite of the fact that 
into many congregations in this country and England the 
Boys' Brigade organization has found its way. Peace 
Congresses and Conferences and Conventions have been 
unusually successful during the past summer, and many 
new peace associations have been organized in Europe. 
The women of several countries have in larger numbers 
than heretofore awakened to a new sense of their respon- 
sibility in the advocacy and establishment of peace. A 
large section of the religious press and a smaller part of 
the secular press have given increased attention to the 
cause of peace and arbitration. 

Not only at Chicago but in many other parts of the 
world have there been serious industrial disturbances, and 
often great cause of anxiety, but no one who has watched 
these commotions and their results can doubt that there 
is a growing disposition on the part of both laborers and 
employers to submit such misunderstandings and conflicts 
to the peaceful adjustment of arbitration. The next two 
or three years will see boards of arbitration established 
in many of our States which do not now have them, and 
possibly a national board also ; and other countries will 
make progress also in the same direction. 



The Hawaiian troubles have largely come to an end. 
The disturbance in Samoa has not been very serious. 
The Dutch colonies of the East Indies have been the 
scene of alarm and bloodshed. Central America has had 
its usual quarrels and fightings, and Mexico has been 
slightly involved. In South America the rebellious spirit 
has continued to manifest itself, but the condition of 
things has greatly improved over last year. Turkish 
massacres in Armenia have stirred to indignation the 
friends of freedom. 

The month of December opens with a prospect of 
bloodshed in Madagascar, and with the horrors of the 
Corean war still going on in the East, though as we write 
there are hopes that peace may soon be made. 

We repeat that there is much in the retrospect for 
which to be sincerely thankful, but how much remains yet 
to be done before Christ's kingdom of righteousness and 
peace shall have been fully established over all the earth ! 



WAS THE CZAR A PEACE MAN ? 

Much has been said, both before and since the death 
of the late Czar of Russia, about his being a peace man. 
In London, after his death, many allusions were made in 
the pulpits to the peace role which he is considered to 
have played in European politics for the last ten years, 
and some of the ministers went so far as to preach from 
the text, " Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called the children of God." 

Was the Czar really a peace man ? That, it seems to 
us, depends very much on the meaning of the expression. 
It is true that he was not a violent and meddlesome man. 
He seemed to care little about playing any prominent r61e 
in foreign politics ; indeed, the duties of Emperor sat 
heavily upon him, and he is said to have assumed them 
originally with much reluctance. It is probable, there- 
fore, though he gave his voice against bloodshed and in 
favor of international concord, that his interest in peace 
was much more a matter of natural disposition and tem- 
perament than of intelligent principle and deliberate 
choice. 

But even this negative devotion to peace we would not 
lightly estimate. In the armed and nervous condition of 
Europe for the last decade, it was of great value, and a 
cause for profound gratitude to God. If some ruler with 
the spirit of Napoleon I. or of Charles XII. of Sweden 
had sat in the place of Alexander III., what immense 
world-mischief might he not have wrought with the huge 
Russian armament — foot, horse and fleet — at his com- 
mand ! However, what may be said of the late Czar in 
this negative aspect of the subject, may be said with 
equal propriety of other European rulers, and will doubt- 
less be said of them when their death has called men to 
forget the evil which they have done, and to exalt the 
good. The only thing that can be said in the Czar's 



